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Issues faced 
What was the problem/issue solved with the good practice? 

 

Methods, steps and tools applied 

DESCRIBE YOUR GOOD PRACTICE STORY 
Address each aspect of your good practice story in the different sections being 
specific including relevant quantitative and qualitative information. 

 

The Medes Islands, the Montgrí Massif with its surrounding area, and the marshlands of the Baix 
Ter Plain were declared a Natural Park on 28 May 2010. The municipality of Torroella - L’Estartit 
includes 68% of the total area of the Park. 

The municipality of Torroella de Montgrí-L’Estartit, had already coexisted with the protection of 
Medes Islands and Montgrí Massif as a protected area since 1992, when it was included in the Pla 
d’Espais d’Interés Natural (PEIN). 

All these years of protection, made it easier for the residents and especially of the tourist sector 
of Torroella and L’Estartit to accept the declaration of Natural Park. 

But the same did not happen with the other municipalities integrated in the new Natural Park, nor 
with the local population, that associated the Park to an imposition that would limit the activities 
to do  (recreational or professional) and that in fact would only benefit the “tourists” . 

One of the main objectives of the Natural Park is to bring the Natural Park closer to the local 
population through environmental education activities and knowledge of the territory. Get to 
know the Natural Park and generate a sense of belonging (appropriate it). Get the boys and girls 
to acquire the tools they need to understand the surroundings of the Park and become capable 
people to intervene actively and critically to preserve and improve it. 

One of the actions launched by the Natural Park was "The Natural Park at school". This action is 
based on guidelines already lived in other parks, in order to involve students, teachers, families, 
etc. in the knowledge of the richness of the Park, of the species that inhabit it and of the benefits 
that can contribute. 



 
How was the good practice implemented? 

 

Key success factors 

The action began in 2017. It is based on the guideline of the Montseny Natural Park and the 
experience of its program "El Montseny a l'escola" (Montseny at school). 

It was considered relevant to integrate the schools of the municipalities of the Natural Park, a 
total of 9 schools and 3.000 students (approximately) from 6 to 12 years. 

The aim was to provide teachers with an approach to the Park with didactic proposals based on 
trips to the territory and other complementary educational resources aimed at primary school 
students. 

Didactical proposals are structured with: 

Prior information in the classroom, a field trip, didactic suitcase in the class that it contains the 
activities already prepared for its development. 

In conclusion, an activity is proposed to share experiences, where each school centre can explain 
what he has done; a socialization activity with the participation of families. 

THEMATIC AREAS: 

1. The mountain: El Montgrí 

2. The plain: The Baix Ter 

3. The sea: the Medes islands and the Montgrí coast 

 



 
What helped you tackle the issues? 

 

Lessons learned 
While implementing the Good Practice what challenges were faced, and how were they overcome? 

 

Results, achievements and recognitions 

To tackle the issues, it is important to highlight the involvement of the City Councils (or some of 
them) which immediately put the necessary means in place and became involved. For example, 
publishing drawings of school children on the occasion of the city festival. Also from the staff of 
the Park itself, when one of the first directors of the Park arrived at l’Estartit school dressed as a 
diver and represented his own theatre. 

It should be noted that, despite living in this territory, many of the children know little about their 
environment as they live in urban areas, come from families that have not been linked to 
agriculture or fishing, or are immigrants or descendants of immigrants who have not had a chance 
to get close, especially to marine activities. 

 

While implementing the Good Practice the main challenge faced was the COVID pandemic that 
obliged the schools and the Natural Park to stop the program “The Park at school”. 

As soon as the health security measures were normally re-established, the environmental 
education program was carried out again with complete normalcy. 

 



 
What were the qualitative and quantitative results of the good practice? 

 

Additional references 
Provide links to further information. Pictures and videos should be available for download either from YouTube, 
Vimeo or other Cloud-based (Google/ One Drive) download URL (not WeTransfer). 

Participation of 9 primary schools of the Baix and Alt Empordà region (Girona).  About 3.000 
students participated in excursions and visits to the Natural Park. 

Environmental education in the context of sustainable development is rooted in the recognition 
of the environmental crisis and in the profound contradictions of the model socio-economic to 
bring about a global transformation. But it’s not just about that to understand to understand, but 
to understand to improve. 

The goals of environmental education are focused on empowering people to action, to train them 
to act in the face of the environmental consequences of their actions and namely to transform a 
society too unjust and unsustainable. 

 

Programa d’educació ambiental El Parc a l’escola 

El Parc a l’Escola. Visita a la Meda Gran. Escola Portitxol l’Estartit 

Activitat lúdico-formativa equip docent Guillem de Montgrí 

Video programa educatiu el parc a l’Escola. Escoles Portitxol de l’Estartit i Quermany de PAls 

Padrins i padrines de l’Escola Portitxol, l’Estartit 

Dia Mundial de l’Educació Ambiental 

Escola Guillem de Montgrí 

Escola Portitxol l‘Estartit 

Escola Guillem de Montgrí 

Nens i nenes de Palau Sator 

https://parcsnaturals.gencat.cat/web/.content/Xarxa-de-parcs/montgri-illes-medes-baix-ter/viure-hi/edu-amb/oferta-pedagogica/programa-parcescola.pdf
https://youtu.be/Z2mZ4gkuyGA
https://fb.watch/dXLg-MiVtP/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=861546514746220&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0KBB9sXCJkGt4by4ynhTCFXLSFrTgh69VdorxxqtYkwkMghJq1d7ejQtLQTF3EWfal&id=100063653285956
https://www.facebook.com/pnmmbt/posts/pfbid02Z8rkWsuEFSjcg2vKszH2dnS3riciFcxhczShLgzFg3qcGHKovqdgrMfetcn1gmrfl
https://www.instagram.com/p/Ce58LjxNVt4/
https://www.facebook.com/pnmmbt/posts/pfbid0HL3KLhoQ1uvrADLi2CeJvtsVgT76ybtUpkp2UjKkg47iUguZ15h8zEigCkE5ckfXl

